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Car plan crushed

Why the car scrapping scheme won't help to save energy

Sir, Stephen Pollard (Thunderer, Mar 16) rightly has doubts about the wisdom of the car scrapping scheme. It is not a no-brainer as suggested by the car industry (report, Mar 14). The manufacture of a typical car takes 15 per cent of the energy used in fuel over its lifetime. This includes the energy used to process raw material that is in increasingly short supply. Any vehicle used for less than, say, 100,000 miles, needs to be more than 15 per cent more fuel-efficient than any car it replaces if any overall energy saving is to be made. It is imperative that the financial crisis is used as an opportunity to think about a more sustainable future rather than a thoughtless rush to return to business as usual. 
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"It is imperative that the financial crisis is used as an opportunity to think about a more sustainable future rather than a thoughtless rush to return to business as usual." 

This is the right sentiment, yet it seems to be ignored in our desperation to carry on our high consumption lifestyles.
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